ORCHESTRA COURSES

West Career & Tech 2026-2027

BEGINNING

STRINGS ONLY, NO ASSESSMENT REQUIRED

This one-year course is designed for students with no prior
experience playing a bowed string instrument. The curriculum
introduces fundamental techniques, including posture, bowing, tone
production, rhythm, and basic music reading. Students will learn
about the role of string music in their cultural and musical heritage
while building foundational skills necessary for individual and group
performance. Emphasis is placed on consistent practice, developing
proper technique, and cultivating an appreciation for ensemble
playing.

PHILHARMONIC, PLACEMENT ASSESSMENT REQUIRED

This one-year course is designed for students of string, wind, brass,
and percussion instruments. Students will explore the rich heritage of
orchestral music, studying its evolution in style and genres, articulation,
dynamics, rhythm, and tone production throughout history. Students
will participate in a variety of performance opportunities to refine their
skills and gain ensemble experience. A basic understanding of music
theory is also expected. Pianists with advanced proficiency and strong
sight-reading skills, as well as guitar players with exceptional sight-
reading ability, may audition for this ensemble.

INTERMEDIATE

STRINGS ONLY, PLACEMENT ASSESSMENT REQUIRED

This one-year course is designed for bowed string students who
have advanced skills beyond Middle School Chamber Orchestra or
Beginning Orchestra. The curriculum focuses on developing the
skills necessary for independent musicianship and includes an
exploration of string literature from 1600 to the present. Students
will refine techniques such as third position and higher, double-
stopping, vibrato, and harmonics while enhancing articulation,
dynamics, rhythm, and tone production. Students will engage with
repertoire at Grade 2 difficulty and higher, with private instruction
strongly recommended to support their growth.

CHAMBER

STRINGS ONLY, PLACEMENT ASSESSMENT REQUIRED

This one-year course is the highest-level ensemble offered for
advanced bowed string students. The ensemble focuses on
performing highly stylized chamber orchestra repertoire, including
works of significant technical and musical complexity. Students are
expected to demonstrate an exceptionally high level of proficiency
on their instruments, including mastery of advanced techniques
such as shifting to higher positions, double stops, harmonics, and
interpreting complex rhythms. A basic understanding of music
theory is also required. The repertoire typically includes music at
Grade 4, 5, and higher levels of difficulty.



WEST CAREER & TECHNICAL ACADEMY
2026-2027 Orchestra Placement Assessment

Room F122 (WCTA Orchestra Room)

All students who are choosing Orchestra as an Elective must
perform an Ensemble Placement Assessment.
Sign up here on May 4, 5, or 6:
Placement Assessment Form

What to bring: This form, Instrument, Music
What to wear: Nice dress clothes suitable for a job interview
What to expect: A brief interview, followed by a performance, which
is to include a one-, two-, or three-octave Harmonic minor scale in any
key, a piece of your choice that is appropriate to your playing level, and
sight reading. The selection can be from such method books as Suzuki
for strings, Rubank method books for winds, etc., or other solos or
orchestra pier== *hat you have in your . =nertoire.

Questions?
Email Dr. Maldonado at maldogm@nv.ccsd.net

WEST CAREER & TECHNICAL ACADEMY ORCHESTRAS
Please print: Be sure  “wina this form to your placement assessment,
Mame: current Schaal:
Instr

Phone/Email Address:
Parent Name/Phone/Email:

Please check the ensembles that are of interest to you:
Ensembles

Chamber Orchestra/String Ensemble (Strings only, placement assessment required)

Advanced On wric (placement required)
Intermediate Orchestrad Sinfonia [S‘I‘ll’\?! 0"'}‘, placement assessment required)
. Beginning OrchestrafSinfenietta (Strings only, no assessment required)

amber ra (Strings only): This ane-year course is the highest. level ensemble offered for advarced bowed string
students. Membership is selective and based on audition. The ensemble focuses on performing highly stylized chamber
erchestra reperteire, including works of significant technical and musical complexity, Students are expected to demongtrate an
exceptinally high level of prvfn:ucrv:y an ther inatruments, inchading mastery of edvenced techniques such as shifting fo higher
pesitions, double stops, harmanics, and interpreting complex rhythms. A basic understanding of music theery ia alse requined.
The repertoire typically includes music ot Grade 4, 5, and higher levels of dif ficuly. Opportunities for af ter-schoal chamber
mumic ersembles (e.9., Trics, quartets) may alsa be available. Private string instruction is strongly recommended fo support
students’ development, This ecurse fulfills one Arta/Humanities credit or am elective credit requined for high schee gradurtion
ard may be repected for additioral credit. Admission is by oudition only.

Advanced Orchestra (Full mhnmc Orchestra): This soc-year courst s desiancd for students of siring, wind, brass, and
percuson e progres beyo the Middle School Orchestra syllabus, TF¢ Cll"ﬂculu"\
focuses on developing the_ rcchr ical and masical ml B maned for mdcpcndc.nr musicianship. Students will explore the rich
heritage of orchestral music, studying its evolution in style and gerres, articulation, dynamics, rhythm, and tore production
throughoit histery. The esurse emphadizes the importonce of sustained individual and group effart, with o structired
progression of technical proficiency expected. Students will participate in a variety of pe"wrm epporfunities (including
after scheel Jezz Bard, if desied) to refine their skilla and goin ersemble experience. A besic underatanding of music theary ia
also expected. Pianists with advanced proficiency and strong sight-reading skills, as well os quitar players with exceptional
sight-reading ability, may audition for this ensemble. Privafe instruction is strongly recommended to support students’
development. This caurse fulfills one Arts/Humaréties credit or an elective credit required for high school graduation and may
be repeated for additional credit. Admission is by audition only.

Intermediate Orchestra (Strings only): This cre-year course is designed for bowed string students who have advanced skills
beyond Middle School Chamber Grehestrs o Beginning Grchestro. Admission is by audition (resuired for ol Middle School
students) or ingtrugtor approval. The curriulum foxises an developing the skilis necessery for independent musicianghip and
inchudes an exploration of string literature from 1600 fo the present. Students will refine techniques such s third posrtian and
higher, deuble-stepping. vibrate, and harmenics while enhancing articulation, dynamics, rhythm, and fore production. A $1rong
ermphass i placed on sustained group and imdividual ef fort, with en expectation of moderate techsical proficiency and &
feundational underatanding of muic theory. Students w mga?e with repertoine at Grade 2 difficulty and higher, with private
instruction sirengly recommended fo sugport their growth. Per ormmopporrunn 5 are o central companent of the course,

with the appropriate infegration of fechnology fo support kearning and perf & preparation. Pianists with highly
proficient plaping o bily and streng sight-read ing skills may oudition fe join the crwemh'e This course fulfills one
Arta/Hmanitees credit or an elective credit required for high school graduation and may be repeated for additional
creditrequired for high school graduation and may be repeated. Admission i by audition anky.

WCTA » 11945 Charlesion Blvd, Las Vegas, NV, 89135 (702) 799-4340
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